
PROUDLY WE WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT SOME HIGHLIGHTS: 

• Oyster restoration in Florida
• Salt marsh restoration in the Netherlands
• Oyster reef restoration in Australia 

Ecosystem restoration with BESE-products 
www.bese-products.com/case-studies    

• Global seagrass experiment
• Mangrove and SAV pilots in Florida
• Oyster settlement after 12 months

Winners of the Circular Innovation Challenge 2018 
in the Netherlands

1. OYSTER RESTORATION 
IN FLORIDA

GLOBAL SEAGRASS  
EXPERIMENT

2. SALT MARSH RESTORATION 
IN THE NETHERLANDS

MANGROVE AND SAV PILOTS 
IN FLORIDA AND NL 

3. OYSTER REEF RESTORATION 
IN AUSTRALIA

OYSTER SETTLEMENT AFTER  
12 MONTHS IN FLORIDA

We use BESE-elements to capture oyster  
spat for translocation to a nearby site.  
In November 2017, BESE-elements were 
attached to a pier in Vero Beach, Florida, in 
close collaboration with the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and various home-owners in Vero Beach.   
The BESE-elements are in a bay where  
oysters currently grow on the dock.
Oysters, specifically the Eastern Oyster,   
are known for their filtering properties. 
Home-owners around the bay want to  
increase the oyster population to improve 
the water quality in the bay. FWC also wishes  
to increase the oyster population in the  
nearby Indian River Lagoon nature reserve.
One year later (November 2018), oyster lar-
vae have settled on the BESE-elements. In 
the upcoming spring the BESE-elements 
will be translocated from the pier in the bay  
to the nearby Indian River Lagoon nature  
reserve. 

BESE-elements stabilize the sediment and 
provide conditions for the settlement and 
growth of vegetation. To stabilize eroding 
edges of salt marshes, and stimulate out-
wards expansion, we placed BESE-elements 
close to the marsh edge (picture from Texel, 
the Netherlands). We also planted salt marsh 
plants in some treatments (Spartina sp.). 
After just one year clonal outgrowth was 
visible. The planted Spartina was growing 
and expanding, and other species managed 
to make a good start in plots with BESE- 
elements (but not in control plots).  Seeds 
of other species were trapped and it also  
appears that sediment accumulates rapid-
ly in the BESE-elements. In 2018, a similar  
pilot was successfully set up in Florida. 
Partners: University of Nijmegen, Royal NIOZ & 
University of Florida

Artificial reefs in Queensland, Australia are 
being used to ensure the recovery of oysters 
and fish habitat. One of the methods used 
is a reef constructed out of BESE-elements.  
Initial results from our partners are rather 
positive, with elevated fish species richness 
and abundance, particularly in the areas 
with BESE-elements.
Partners: Healthy Land & Water & University of 
Sunshine coast
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      Happy New year 
      with many succesful restoration projects and healthy ecosystems! 

http://www.bese-products.com/case-studies

