
Dear BESE community member,

2019 was an eventful year for ecosystem restoration.  
A continuous flow of worrying facts about nature  
and climate change reached the media. In March the 
UN declared 2021- 2030 the Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration. This gives us even more reason to work 
harder for a sustainable future in the new year!

We would like to thank you all, for your involvement 
in our 2019 efforts. 

 
Do you want to remove yourself from our mailing list?

• Oyster restoration in Florida 
• Riparian restoration in the Netherlands
• Mangrove restoration in Australia
• Bog restoration in the Netherlands
• Salt marsh restoration in the UK 
• Reef restoration after 12 months

Ecosystem restoration with BESE-products 
case-studies >>

1. OYSTER RESTORATION  
     IN FLORIDA

4. BOG RESTORATION  
     IN THE NETHERLANDS

5. SALT MARSH RESTORATION  
     IN THE UK

6. REEF RESTORATION 
     AFTER 12 MONTHS

2. RIPARIAN RESTORATION 
     IN THE NETHERLANDS

3. MANGROVE RESTORATION     
     IN AUSTRALIA

See our company movie

Researchers in the Netherlands are recy-
cling potato waste into oyster mats for  
underwater reef restoration. Florida is the 
first North-American state to use these  
BESE-elements along its shoreline. 

“The Netherlands restores oyster beds 
and mussel beds plus salt marshes and  
wetlands. You name it, they put BESE in it,”  
says Christine Angelini, University of  
Florida Department of Environmental  
Engineering Sciences assistant professor. 
“What’s wonderful is we also have the same 
environments in Florida so we can try the 
same thing in the U.S.”. 

The mats are now trialed in Florida on several  
locations in several ecosystems. Photos show 
structures put in in 2019 by the Coastal & 
Estuarine Ecology lab (CEELAB, University of 
Central Florida).

Partners: University of Florida, University of 
Central Florida, FWC

Trial with peat moss (Sphagnum) restoration 
by PhD student Ralph Temmink.

Partners: 
Radboud Universiteit, NIOZ, 
Natuurmonumenten

For this pilot BESE-elements grids were  
installed at North Portsea Island, Tipner 
Lake Coastal Defence Scheme, UK, to help 
with restoration of saltmarsh in Ports Creek. 
See Eastern Solent Coastal Partnership,  ESCP   
on Facebook >>

Partners: Havant Borough Council, ESCP, 
Knights Brown

Underwater drone footage of 
oyster rehabilitation reefs in Pumicestone 
passage, Australia >>  

In Zeeland, the Netherlands, a 44 metre 
BESE-shoreline was created in May 2019.  
This pilot project was set up for the Water 
Board Scheldestromen. 

At this location problems with shoreline  
erosion limit growth of reed and riparian  
vegetation. After four months we checked if 
plants had started growing. The first results 
are promising, we hope that next year will be 
even be greener.

Partners: UVW, Waterschap Scheldestromen 

This collaborative project is using a soft  
engineering restoration process to reduce  
erosion on the TS Onslow site in Golden  
Beach, Queensland, Australia. The method 
applies the benefits of mangrove and coastal 
vegetation planting combined with the  
use of coir logs, Biodegradable Ecosystem 
Engineering Elements, concrete oyster stars 
and sand infill to reduce erosion of this site. 

Read full description >>

Partners: Healthy Land and Water, TAPP 
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Photo: Ocean RoversPhoto: Ralph Temmink, Radboud University Nijmegen 

      Happy New year 
      celebrating our 1 year anniversary 
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